

ADOPTED 7/22/14


Introduced by Council Member Jones:
RESOLUTION 2014-454-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING MARY SPUHLER ON THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT AFTER 30 YEARS OF DEDICATED WORK AT THE DOWNTOWN ECUMENICAL SERVICES COUNCIL IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Jacksonville is blessed in having individuals and organizations devoted to helping the less fortunate, those in the community that are in dire need of emergency assistance, particularly children, the elderly and the disabled; and

WHEREAS,
in 1981, churches in Jacksonville’s urban core founded the Downtown Ecumenical Services Council to provide emergency assistance to people in need in Duval, Clay and Nassau Counties; emergency services that included emergency food, clothing, utility assistance, financial assistance, and people that cared and were there to listen; and

WHEREAS,
as the Executive Director of the Downtown Ecumenical Services Council for the past 30 years, Mary Spuhler was in the trenches and in forefront at the North Ocean Street offices to listen to anguished stories and to provide empathy and assistance in helping others get back on their feet with their dignity intact; Mary Spuhler has been described as a “servant leader”---one in a position of authority who puts the needs of others first; and
WHEREAS,
widely respected in the Northeast Florida social services community, Mary Spuhler has been able to corral her contacts and resources in the social services network to help her clients regain their footing in the community; and

WHEREAS,
throughout her years at the Downtown Ecumenical Services Council, Mary Spuhler sought to uplift others, particularly the needy and downtrodden; she offered guidance and compassion; Mary Spuhler exemplifies the very best in Judeo-Christian virtue and values; she will be sorely missed by the Council and associates, by the many clients whom she helped and by the countless friends that she made along the way and is fitting that we honor and commend her on the occasion of her retirement; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City Council and the City of Jacksonville honor and commend Mary Spuhler on the occasion of her 30 years of dedicated work and service with the Downtown Ecumenical Services Council and extend our best wishes for happiness in the years ahead.






Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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